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matter seem that the question whether its methods did not
after all apply to mind also was very soon asked. Why bother
about abstruse and obscure ideas of God, soul, final causes,
grace, rights, juridical contracts, when the simple idea of experi-
ment and measure was to hand? At any rate, in the case of
psychology, since all admitted that man was an animal, great
progress could be made in the study of his nature by experi-
mental and animal psychology. Hobbes, a contemporary of
Descartes, had already attempted to explain man's behaviour on
empirical grounds. Everything is explained as a form of motion,
the one reality in the universe. Sensation is the 'apparition of a
motion in the brain'. The sequence of sensations is explained
by their association through contiguity or common interest.
Most important of all, action is explained in terms of the
sensations of pleasure and pain. Pleasure draws an action out,
while pain inhibits it. It was not so much the nature of the
explanation as its simplicity which attracted attention. One
can imagine a disciple of Hobbes wandering through a library
filled with theological, philosophical, and legal tomes and asking
himself how man can have been so muddle-headed and so
conceited as to have produced that immense mass of fable and
nonsense. The facts were so simple compared with man's
intellectual creations. This was the spirit of Hume's philosophy.
In social theory he pricked the bubbles of social contract and
of Divine right in a few sentences. Authority and social order
depend for their existence on the interest everybody has in
maintaining them, since without them there would be chaos:
their origin is due to the forces of history, conquest, voluntary
subjection, usurpation. Who is aware of this contract vital to
their own life? How can contracts made by our ancestors
remain binding on us? A contract depends upon our recogni-
tion of the duty of keeping our promises. But the problem of
why promises should be kept is equally real. It supposes moral
stability and the very social order which is founded by a con-
tract. The truth is that both contract (in so far as any exists)
and the keeping of promises depend upon the same basis:
public interest. Without them society would not survive. Hobbes